He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.
Jesus said to them, “Today this Scripture passage
is fulfilled in your hearing.” — (i« 418619, 21
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JANUARY 24, 2010
Third Sunday in
Ordinary Fime

Our Lady of La Salette Church
Our Lady of Lourdes Mission Church
P.O. Box 211, Brooklyn, CT 06234-0211
Phone: (860) 774-6275 / Fax: (860) 774-0679
MAss TIMES:
Our Lady of La Salette:
Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Our Lady of Lourdes:
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Website: www.lasalette-lourdes.org
Want to add news to our website?
Contact Florette Juriga at
fiuriga@snet.net or call her at 774-7269.
E-mail: ourlady@snet.net
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WELCOME!

A very sincere and warm welcome to all those
who may be visiting this day especially our non-
Catholic friends. As we Catholics share in the
Eucharist, we hope and pray that you feel very
much at home in our family-spirited community.

NE S §
INTENITIONS

Our Lady of La Saleite

Saturday, January 23, 2010

4:00 p.m. Richard Brouillard
Birthday Anniversary
by his wife, Theresa Brouillard

Sunday, January 24, 2010
8:00 a.m. Norman Pellerin
by Roger & Rachel Vincent

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
8:00 a.m. Rev. William C. MclInnes

Saturday, January 30, 2010

4:00 p.m. Margaret “Peg” Skelly
by her daughter, Mary Beth & family
Herman & Maria Koehl
by Hans & Christina Koehl

Sunday, January 31, 2010
8:00 a.m. Herman & Maria Koehl
by the estate of Maria Koehl
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INTENJCIONS

Our Lady of Lourdes

Sunday, January 24, 2010
10:30 a.m. The Poor Souls in Purgatory
by Paul Plourde

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
6:00 p.m. All Parishioners

Sunday, January 31, 2010
10:30 a.m. The Poor Souls in Purgatory
by Paul Plourde
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January 23 La Salette Reconciliation 7 10:00 a.m.
January 23/24 Haiti Earthquake Relief Collection
January 30/31 Fuel Collection

February 1 La Salette Social Events Mtng 7 9:00 a.m.
February 3 Pastoral Council 7:00 p.m. Rectory
February 6/7  Monthly Collection

February 16 La Salette Shawl Ministry 9:30 a.m.
February 17 Ash Wednesday

February 19 La Salette Lenten Spr 7 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
February 21 Fuel Collection
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@ REMEMBER
‘ IN YOUR
@s? PRAYERS
Elaine Rzeznikiewicz, Laurette Dubreauil,
Beatrice Stone, Helen McLaughlin, Harry
Piotrowski, Aurore Roy, Marie Tobin,
Roland and Ruth Anderson, Donald
Pellerin, James Blair, Bill Hanrahan,
Madelyn Landry, Bob Howell, Artie M oran,
Craig Connolly, John Kirchner, Len
Rainville, Paul Plourde, Christine
Bevenour, Perry Fournier, Charles &
Jeanne Declerck , Father Tom Sickler
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Giving
0 Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks,
and allot portions to those who had nothing

prepared . . .0 Nehemia 8:10

Ezra® instructions to the people show us that
God does not forbid us from enjoying the good
things in life. However, He expects us to share
our blessings with those who are in need.

La Salette Weekly Offertory

Goal Actual Over/(Under)
01/17/10 $ 2,000 $ 1,131 ($ 869)
$58,000  $39,199 ($ 18,801)
Lourdes Weekly Offertory
Goal Actual Over/(Under)
01/17/10 $ 1,000 $ 540 ($  460)
$29,000  $17,803 ($ 11,197)

EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS NEED OUR HELP!
A new matching challenge grant of $25,000 by two

anonymous donors was given to Haitian Ministries on

Monday. For every dollar you give, these donors promise

to match that amount, dollar for dollar.

TO DONATE, PLEASKIlick the "Donate Now" box on the

lower left of this page. Or call: 860.638.1018. Or mail your

gift to:

Haitian Ministries for the Diocese of Norwich

1595 Norwich-New London Turnpike, Uncasville, CT

06382

Donors can also give at any Citizens bank to: Earthquake

Relief for Haitian Ministries account # 2231-994385.

For glgg)% ews about Norwich Mission House, follow us on
(search Haitian Ministries) and on TWITTER

(Partners/Haiti).
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For our parishioners who would like to keep in
touch with Father Ray, his address is:
La Salette Shrine
947 Park Street
Attleboro, MA 02703
Tel: 508-222-5410, Ext. 372 or
Tel: 508-342-0572
E-mail: rgvms@juno.com
For our parishioners who would like to send Father
Tom Sickler a ket WellOcard, the address is:

Missionaries of La Salette

85 New Park Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106
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tam the

Pastor

I would like to send out a special thank you to the

La Salette Ladies Ministry for a wonderful meal and
fellowship Saturday night. It was so delicious!
Also, a special thank you to the Mortlake Fire

Department and Ambulance Service for their
speedy response to my accident in the parking lot
on Tuesday morning. During the winter months

please be careful on the driveway and walkways.



RELIEF AID FOR EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

2 Students Dead; Madame Samson Safe

Two students in Haitian Ministries' education program in Port-au-Prince were killed in Tuesday's
earthquake, according to Dominique Georges, t he
capital. Dominique was able to reach the ministry's Connecticut office by telephone on Sunday for his report.
Madame Samson, who operates a meal program for 60 children in her neighborhood, is safe and uninjured, as is
her son Dr. Wilkens Gilbert, according to Dominique. Madame Samson started her program for poor children
with funding from Haitian Ministries and has remained a partner for more than 15 years. Dominique has
worked at the Haitian Ministries' mission house for more than a decade, and he was one of three staff members
who dug by hand for hours to free Jillian Thorp and Chuck Dietsch from the rubble of the collapsed mission
house in the early morning hours on Wednesday. Both Jillian and Chuck, the two American staff at the mission
house, weremed-e vacb6ed to the United States on Thursday
and Southbury, CT, respectively. Dominique, who did not live at the mission house, has been left without a
place to live, because his apartment building collapsed. Food and water are scarce, he said. Although
helicopters are now dropping food kits in the city, he said, fighting over the emergency packets sometimes
breaks out. The city is not safe at night, he added, and 95 percent of the homes are vacant because people go to
camps for safety and sanitation. Dominique said he has been in steady contact with Milor, a mission house staff
member who also helped to free Jillian and Chuck. Dominique has not been able to contact Enock Michele.
Frantz Borno and Jean Marie Brutus, who both work on the grounds of the mission house, are alright. Jean-
Baptiste, the mission house manager, and his family are safe and uninjured. The conditions of about 140 other
students in the education program (Tierney-Tobin Scholarship Program) were not available. All the students
live in the neighborhood of Norwich Mission House and reside with their parents, relatives or friends. The
program pays for their private school tuitions and their emergency medical care. (There is little public education
in Haiti, so most education is through private schools.) No updated report on the condition of mission house
cook Lanitte Belledente was available. She also was rescued from the rubble of the mission house, and it has
been reported that she had severe injuries to both of her legs. Dominique and others continue to search for her
whereabouts. She was taken from the mission house grounds after her rescue for emergency medical treatment.
A brother of Jean Andre Constant, who once taught Creole in Hartford, CT to people involved with Haitian
Ministries' work, was killed in the earthquake, according to another email report on Sunday. Pierre Junior
Constant was at his house in Port-au-Prince when it collapsed. (Jean Andre Constant is now living in the United
States.) Einstein Albert, a renowned Haitian craftsman who makes elegant wooden bowls, reported that he and
his family are safe, according to an email he sent to Haiti's Back Porch. The non-profit shop in Middletown, CT
sells his bowls and other art and crafts made by Haitians. Port-au-Prince remains chaotic, Dominique said over
the telephone on Sunday. While he lost all his possessions, Dominique was able to salvage the Land Cruiser at
the mission house. He managed to find some gasoline and drove to the Dominican Republic in order to fill the
tank. (One border crossing into the DR is under 60 miles from the city.). Fuel and access to money in Port-au-
Prince are difficult, if not impossible, to find. The city's banks are down, as are many communication systems
and electricity.

All donations from Our Lady of La Salette/Our Lady of Lourdes
will be sent to Bishop Cote at the Norwich Diocese.



DIOCESE OF NORWICH

Office of the Bishop, 201 Broadway, Norwich, Connecticut 06360, (860) 887-9294

January 8, 2010
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The immigration issue is, undoubtedly, one of the most important social issues facing our country today. It
affects not only a few states along the border or the big cities, but it impacts virtually every community in our
nation, including the parishes of our own Diocese of Norwich. In the last twenty to thirty years both our country
and our Church have experienced an unprecedented wave of immigration. How that phenomenon is handled will
determine what kind of nation z and church - we will be in this twenty-first century. As Congress readies itself to
take up the debate on immigration reform, I urge you to join with Catholics and other people of good faith across
this nation to stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters who continue to live in the shadows, many of whom
have been in this country for several years and are productive members of their civic and church communities.

A simple way to offer this support is by participating in the national postcard campaign, an initiative of the
5838 #1 1 EFAOATAA T £ #AOET T EA "EOEI DPOS #1111 EOOAA 11
is making available postcards to parishes as a tool to build support for immigration reform. The goal of this
initiative is to enhance the ability of the church community to advocate for immigration reform and to encourage
our Federal officials to enact reform legislation as soon as possible.

In 2007, legislation failed because opponents contacted their legislators ten times more than proponents.
In order for us to win passage of this legislation, proponents, including the Catholic community, must do a better
job of generating grass roots support. The purpose of the postcards is to provide a flood of support to the offices of
our senators and representatives nationwide, to encourage them to work for comprehensive immigration reform.
Since debate on this issue could be considered in Congress as early as February 2010, the next few weeks are
crucial. To that end, I have designated February 6-7, 2010 as Qign-up week-end6for those wishing to participate
in this campaign.

The present immigration system is severely broken and must be repaired. How that is done will make all
the difference for the future of this country and the Church. Mass deportations or enforcement-only policies
clearly contradict the teachings of our Lord himself, as they violate the integrity of our people and of this great
nation. Comprehensive immigration reform, one that looks at all aspects of the issue and strives to respond from a
perspective of faith, is the only reform worthy of this great nation. The contributions of immigrants are what have
made America what it is today. To abandon this legacy could change the character of our nation and dim our
prospects for the future. The challenge before this country is to preserve AmericaG position as a beacon of hope
and freedom to those in need. The challenge before each of us as people of faith, as Catholic Christians, is to see the
immigrant through the eyes of faith and so make reality in our lives the explicit teaching of Christ himself: @ was a
stranger and you welcomed med(Mt. 25:35). Jesus identified himself personally with the alien and challenged His
followers to see Him in the stranger. Our faith obliges us to meet that challenge. May God bless each of you in this
New Year.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

%mr?.%

Bishop of Norwich
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